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DEATHS
Marjorie B. Schmidt, 
formerly of Burlington
Byron G. Riley Jr., 93, 
formerly of Burlington
Bruce A. Benedict Sr., 
76, Burlington 
Joan Connie Potsick, 89, 
Carman, Ill.
Rodney L. Starbuck, 73, 
Blandinsville, Ill.

NOTABLE

THE GINGER-
BREAD Man joins 
the hundreds shop-
ping at Santa’s 
Workshop – the West 
Burlington branch.  
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BATTLE OF 
THE HOUNDS 
BHS, Fort Madison girls, 
boys face off.  
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BY NUMBER
Creative juices flow at the 
Art Center’s annual Pint by 
Number event.
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BOB SAAR
For The Hawk Eye

Let’s jump to the 
coda: “Christmas with 
Jim McDonough and 
His Orchestra” is the 
best holiday concert 
we’ve seen in a long, 
long time.

Thanks to 
Burlington Civic 
Music, McDonough 
and his musicians 
returned to Memorial 
Auditorium for 
their third time on 
Saturday.

Christmas concerts 
should be upbeat, not 
somber; joyful, not 
mournful; energetic, 

not morgue-like.
Jim McDonough and 

his band were all of 
that and more.

Truly a Christmas 
celebration.

“We are so happy 
to have Jim and his 
16-piece orchestra 
for Christmas,” 
BCM president Kay 
Conrad said before 
the show. “They 
have been practicing 
all afternoon and 
it is going to be a 
wonderful, wonderful 
Christmas.”

“I’m thrilled to be 
back in Burlington,” 
McDonough said. 
“This is our first time 

here in nine years, 
so this will be the 
third time performing 
for Burlington Civic 
Music. It’s always 
such a warm and 
enthusiastic crowd. 
We’re excited to see so 

many familiar faces 
and meet new ones as 
well.”

McDonough gave a 
nod to BCM program 
director Barbara 
McRoberts: “Barbara 
has been a fantastic 

advocate for the arts in 
this community and a 
loyal supporter of my 
music and my shows. 
I’ve been thrilled to 

Holy Wow, 
Pianoman!
McDonough rings in 
Christmas and a lot more.

Pianist Jim McDonough performs “Christmas with Jim McDonough and 
His Orchestra” on Saturday night at Burlington Memorial Auditorium. 
The show, brought by Burllington Civic Music Association, featured Mc-
Donough and his 16-piece band. This was McDonough’s third appearance 
in Burlington in his 21-year career. (Bob Saar/For The Hawk Eye)

JAKE NICKELL
For The Hawk Eye

Volunteers laid wreaths 
on the graves of veterans 
for Aspen Grove Cemetery’s 
first Wreaths Across America 
event.

The event was the 
culmination of much work 
to identify veterans located 
in the cemetery, to fundraise 
for hundreds of wreaths 
and get the word out to the 
community so people could 
participate.

Many answered the call.
About 1,000 volunteers 

showed up at the cemetery 
at about 10 a.m. Saturday to 
pay respects to veterans laid 
to rest there.

When they arrived, they 
took shelter from cold and 
rain under tents during the 
opening ceremony.

Chip Giannettino, owner 
of KCPS, described the day 
that brought forth so many 
volunteers as, “Spectacular.”

He was surprised and 
happy to see so many 
volunteers show up, given 
the weather conditions.

Giannettino and Mike 
Bloomer, administrators of 
Aspen Grove, are location 
coordinators for Wreaths 
Across America.

They were behind the 
tremendous effort it took to 
organize volunteers and raise 
funds for the wreaths.

“ Bringing the (Wreaths 
Across America) chapter here 
was us, and raising all the 
funds for all the wreaths. We 
went and spoke everywhere, 
every service club, every 
business that would let us 

in, churches, youth groups, 
schools, to get enough 
wreaths and volunteers to 
pull this off,” Giannettino 
said.

Giannettino and Bloomer 
led the 11 a.m. opening 
ceremony that included 
a musical performance of 
patriotic songs by Daniel 
Pappas of Southeastern 
Community College and his 
students.

A moment of silence was 
held for the veterans before 

the American flag was posted 
by Boy Scout Troop 3.

After that, Giannettino 
gave a heartfelt speech.

“We are all proud to be 
Americans that live in a free 
society made up of many 
people from many walks of 
life. But the freedoms we 
enjoy today have not come 
without a price. Lying here 
before us and in cemeteries 
throughout this nation are 
men and women who gave 
their lives so that we could 

live in freedom and without 
fear,” he said.

“We encourage the 
volunteers here today who 
place wreaths on veterans 
graves, to say that veteran’s 
name out loud, to take a 
moment to thank them for 
their service to our country. 
It’s a small act that goes a 
long way toward keeping 
the memory of our veterans 

‘Wreaths Across America’
About 1,000 
answer call to 
honor fallen 
veterans

Retired Army Sgt. Jeff Six of Fairfield plays Taps at Saturday’s Wreaths Across America event 
at Aspen Grove Cemetery. (Jake Nickell/For The Hawk Eye)

Wreaths Across America at Aspen Grove Cemetery on Saturday. (Jake Nickell/For The Hawk 
Eye)

SEE VETERANS, PAGE 7

SEE MCDONOUGH, PAGE 8
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work with her.”

PIANO MAN
This was McDonough’s 21st year 

on the road presenting musical 
shows with his blazing keyboard 
work.

McDonough was born in 
Monticello, Iowa and began piano 
lessons when he was seven years 
old. His talent and love of music 
eventually propelled him into a 
career as a professional musician.

But the road to success wasn’t 
without its detours: his musical 
career nearly ended in the eighth 
grade, when he crushed his right 
hand in an accident. Two hours of 
surgery left him with pins in his 
fingers and tiny fractures across his 
hand. But he kept playing – with a 
cast on his right hand – throughout 
rehabilitation, and a year later, he 
bought a Steinway grand piano to 
celebrate how far he’d come.

Today McDonough’s right hand 
arpeggio work is a work of art.

After graduating from Wartburg 
College in Waverly, Iowa with 
a degree in music education, 
McDonough left the world of 
performance for a job as an 
air traffic controller at O’Hare 
International Airport in Chicago.

But true musician that he is, two 
years later McDonough returned 
his first and true love, and in the 
summer of 2000, he was offered a 
job performing on the largest cruise 
ship in the world.

Now in his 21st year of touring, 
McDonough is flying high and 
sailing free.

THE CONCERT
The orchestra began with “Ring 

Silver Bells” with the curtain down, 
then McDonough spoke briefly 
before stepping into “It’s Beginning 
to Look a Lot Like Christmas” 
and on into “There’s No Place Like 
Home for the Holidays,” after which 
he introduced his musicians to 
cheers.

“There’s no music in the world 
like Christmas music,” McDonough 
said. “Imagine you’re at my place. 
There’s nothing I’d rather do than 
sit at the piano and play Christmas 
songs for you,” he said before 
launching “Silver Bells” sprinkled 

with some slightly Latin chord 
flourishing.

McDonough wore a black bow 
tie, red pocket bandanna and silver 
sequined jacket in the first half 
of the show, trading that for a red 
blazer in the second.

He flourished his way through 
a few piano-only songs including 
“Chestnuts Roasting on an Open 
Fire” and “White Christmas” and 
“Sleigh Ride.”

Each musician’s podium bore 
a huge snowflake, and they 
performed before a backdrop of 
layered satin draperies fronted 
with large golden lighted wreaths, 
topped off with a Christmas tree in 
each corner.

McDonough got the crowd 
clapping along on a swinging, peppy 
version of “Jingle Bells” that leaped 
into “Deck the Halls” and on to “O 
Tannenbaum.”

Pretty much everything 
McDonough played segued into yet 
another Christmas song.

Cedar Rapids soundman Darin 

Ulmer has been with McDonough 
18 years.

“He’s a fantastic musician, and 
that enables us to focus on how to 
best enhance what he’s doing on the 
stage, because he’s got his part — 
so now we have to translate that to 
the audience,” Ulmer said. “This is 
a family. We work well together, we 
know one another.”

Ulmer, guided by BMA director 
Mike O’Neil, mixed some of the 
smoothest audio the Auditorium 
has heard.

THE MEDLEY MELEE
Civic Music patrons were hoping 

McDonough would repeat his 
impromptu Christmas medley of 
dozens of songs — not assembled in 
advance; rather, McDonough took 
suggestions from the crowd as to 
what songs he could include in his 
medley.

They weren’t all Christmas songs.
The audience yelled out “Piano 

Man” and “Great Balls of Fire” and 
the theme from Hill Street Blues. 
Hey, why not?

Toss in “Brick House” and 
“Cotton-Eyed Joe” and McDonough 
suggested that maybe not every 
tune would make it onto his sheet 
of paper, addressing the men in the 
audience when he said, “I had my 
annual physical and the doctor told 
me I have selective hearing.”

Conductor Corey Smith just 
rested his baton and smiled. Smith 
was a musician in the orchestra for 
many years.

McDonough then hammered 
out the medley, sneaking in the 
“Peanuts” theme, “Fly Me to the 
Moon,” “All I Want for Christmas is 
My Two Front Teeth” and wrapping 
it all up with “Rhapsody in Blue.”

BUMBLE BEE KEYBOARD
McDonough whipped out the 1946 

version of “Flight of the Bumble 
Bee” called “Bumble Boogie” by 
Jack Fina from the movie “It’s 
Great to Be Young,” which required 
McDonough to play more notes per 
second than anyone could count.

His right hand was on fire 
from speeding up and down the 
keyboard.

It went on like that into the 
night, McDonough churning out 
rich chording with the band behind 
him, song after song, all of it upbeat 

and happy — the way it should be 
at Christmastime.

McDonough sang a few songs as 
well, some while standing, most 
as he exhibited his fabulous piano 
skills.

We could say McDonough was 
gifted and the crowd rapt, but we 
won’t.

On it went: “Dance of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy” followed by a medley of 
religious classics.

“McDonough’s Christmas concert 
stunned our audience with its 
perfection,” McRoberts said later. 
“No surprise, because the excellence 
of his piano artistry is an Iowa 
treasure. The stage setting was 
gorgeous and we had a wonderfully 
appreciative audience.”

FINALLY, FINALE
McDonough concluded his two-

hour Christmas cheer with a 
medley of carols that “capture the 
magic of that night,” he said.

“There’s something magical about 
the Magi,” McDonough quipped.

He began his final onslaught with 
“Claire de Lune” into “Silent Night” 
into “It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear.”

The man was unstoppable.
On into “O, Holy Night” and still 

no orchestra, until the last number: 
A superb new arrangement of “Ring 
Silver Bells” as the bandstands and 
spotlights flashed in time with the 
music.

Oh, and consider this: 
McDonough used no sheet music.

“My hope for this venue and our 
music series is that more people 
take advantage of the opportunity 
to experience such performances,” 
McRoberts concluded.

MORE MCDONOUGH
Jim McDonough Productions, 

Inc., distributes McDonough’s 
albums and schedule through his 
Web site, PianoFavorites.com.

You can watch McDonough’s 
Christmas medley on Facebook at 
jimmcdonoughmusic/videos but be 
forewarned: the video is 40 minutes 
long.

Next up for Civic Music: The 
Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
national orchestra of Bulgaria, on 
Saturday, February 24.

MCDONOUGH: He concludes two-hour concert with medley of carols
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Pianist Jim McDonough performs 
“Christmas with Jim McDonough 
and His Orchestra” on Saturday 
night at Burlington Memorial Audi-
torium. The show, brought by Burl-
lington Civic Music Association, fea-
tured McDonough and his 16-piece 
band. This was McDonough’s third 
appearance in Burlington in his 
21-year career. (Bob Saar/For The 
Hawk Eye)

When you need expert orthopedic care for treatment 
of musculoskeletal pain caused by accidents, injuries, 
or everyday wear and tear, the orthopedic specialists at 
Great River Health are your right choice.  

Right place. Right care. Right here. 

Right place.
FOOT & ANKLE ELBOW HIPS KNEES

NECK & SPINE SHOULDER SPORTS
 INJURIESWRIST & HAND

Southeast Iowa Regional 
Medical Center, 
West Burlington 
Wellness Plaza, Suite 101
1401 West Agency St.
319-768-4970

Southeast Iowa Regional 
Medical Center, 
Fort Madison 
5409 Avenue O, Suite 113
319-376-1135

Henry County 
Health Center
407 S. White St.
Mount Pleasant
319-385-5374

Keokuk Clinic
3285 Main St.
319-524-6274

Our orthopedic specialists diagnose and treat 
patients of all ages.  They will partner with you 
to develop a personalized treatment plan that 
fits your lifestyle.  

Right care.

Right place.

Right here.

greatriverhealth.org


